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Growing & Expanding in a Digital World
The last few years have been filled with challenges, but they have also been 
a time of growth. Changing circumstances around the world required us, 
along with everyone else, to be flexible and adapt to this new landscape. With 
teamwork and ingenuity, Health Volunteers Overseas was able not only to 
maintain educational programming, but also to continue to grow and flourish 
in our new environment. We have used this opportunity to expand our use of 
technology and our reach around the globe. We have opened new projects and 
specialty areas, developed and launched a virtual learning platform, and found 
ways to provide more easily accessible resources. As HVO looks forward to 
2023, we are eager to leverage this growth and lessons learned in recent years 
to strengthen our partnerships and increase our impact. 

Remote Education Interface

HVO embraced the changing 
needs of our partners by 
designing and implementing 
our virtual learning platform, 
the Remote Education 
Interface (REI), in 2021. This 
digital platform provides 
a streamlined, centralized 
location for partners and 
volunteers to engage in training 
and to access resources. Each 
REI site is custom designed with input from our project directors and partners 
abroad to ensure that it meets the particular needs of each site. HVO staff 
can customize an REI site for individual projects in order to meet the unique 
educational needs and technological capacities of the target learners. We 
currently have nineteen active REI sites and thirteen still under development.  

HVO’s REI sites have rapidly evolved despite their recent adoption. At the start, 
each was designed to support a single project with resources available to a 
single partner. Now, a volunteer’s presentation can be accessed across multiple 
teams and institutions around the world, increasing the number of practitioners 
benefiting from a single volunteer’s efforts. The opportunity to conduct case 
conferences and lectures with health professionals from different locations also 
serves to expand the professional networks and facilitate the exchange of ideas 
and knowledge among learners.  

Vietnamese oncology students attend a virtual lecture
with Dr. Jo Anne Zujewski.

continued on page 3
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News & Events
LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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American Psychological 
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of  North America
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Society for Pediatric 
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Dear Friends, 

As I make preparations to retire from 36 years with HVO, I 
have often thought of this quote. Whether it is raising a family, 
launching a business, or starting a non-profit, so much time, 
energy, commitment, and love is involved, for a very long time, 
to develop firm foundations and cement values. Yet, there comes 
a point when it is time for the child or the business to move to the 
next stage on their own. While bittersweet, it is also an exciting 
time to see what happens next and what new directions will be 
taken.   

It has been such an incredible journey to watch HVO develop 
from a small group of volunteers to the well-respected 
organization that it is today. Our volunteers are as committed 
as ever; our model expanded to encompass a variety of training 
styles and opportunities; and our reputation is grounded in solid, 
consistent values of equity, partnership, and life-long learning. 

It is now time for me to step back and allow HVO to soar. I am 
excited for HVO’s future and look forward to a new generation 
taking the organization further on its journey of providing 
training and education to ensure that one day, all people will 
have access to high-quality health care delivered by local health 
professionals. 

Many thanks to all who have shared this journey with me, and 
best wishes to those who will take the baton for the next segment 
of the trip. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy
Nancy A. Kelly, MHS
Executive Director

There are only two lasting bequests we 
can hope to give our children.  One of  
these is roots; the other, wings.    

--Hodding Carter 
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Growing & Expanding in a Digital World
continued from page 1

The REI has also adapted to support multiple education initiatives at one institution. For example, HVO 
developed an REI to support the education of oral health professionals at Dhulikhel Dental School in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. The REI facilitates case consultations between residents and faculty at Dhulikhel 
Dental School and the University of Minnesota. Soon, faculty and residents at Augusta University will 
be joining the team. The same REI also supports lectures for the dentistry and dental assistant programs 
at Dhulikhel.

With such success and support from the HVO community, we plan to continue improving our REIs 
and maximize their utility and accessibility. HVO’s international partners and learners have made it 
clear they are excited to move forward with a hybrid education model, embracing the opportunity for 
increased education and support through virtual engagement. At the same time, we all remain eager to 
resume in-person assignments and have missed the enriched sense of connection and community this 
facilitates.  

New Projects 

Even with much of the world shut down, HVO 
continued to open new projects and expand teaching 
opportunities, opening forty-one new virtual projects 
and establishing five new international partnerships 
since the beginning of the pandemic. Some of these, 
like the hospital administrator training project in 
Uganda and the virtual lectures to be delivered in 
French and Arabic to providers in Mauritania, are 
entirely new program areas and countries for HVO. 
In addition, HVO volunteers will complete five 
in-person site assessments in 2022, continuing our 
period of robust growth as we return to in-person 
volunteering and shift to a hybrid program model. 

Of the forty-one new projects, here are a few highlights: 

Oral Health, Uganda 

An entirely new partnership, this project began as e-learning 
in May 2022 in collaboration with Uganda Christian 
University Dental School in Mukono. The first training was a 
six session seminar series, presented over the summer by six 
volunteers, each on a different topic in the field of pediatric 
dentistry. Topics included restorative dentistry, pulp therapy, 
and management of traumatic dental injuries. The seminar 
series was offered to fourth year dental students enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Dental Surgery program as an elective 
course. After each session, student and faculty participants 
had the opportunity to ask questions, leading to informative 
dialogue and engagement. HVO is planning a site visit 
in December to assess further educational needs and the 
potential to evolve into hybrid programming, supporting 
both in-person and virtual volunteers.   

 

continued on page  4

HVO’s Uganda oral health REI

Dr. Barry Silbaugh and staff  at Holy Innocents Hospital 
in Uganda participate in a discussion for the hospital 

administrator training  project.  
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Anesthesia, Cambodia and Laos 

HVO launched a lecture series in anesthesia to support 
the professional development of young anesthesia 
providers from three HVO partner institutions in 
Cambodia and Laos. For this project, lectures are pre-
recorded by volunteers and made available on the REI. 
Participants from each hospital have the chance to learn 
together, connect, and share knowledge. Two of the 
HVO volunteer lecturers for this project were senior 
nurse anesthetists from Ankgor Hospital for Children 
who are eager to develop their skills as educators and 
help educate the young professionals entering the field of 
anesthesia. Looking to the future, HVO is exploring the 
potential to expand the next series of lectures to include 
other hospitals in the region, further expanding the reach 
and impact of this project.   

Internal Medicine, Costa Rica 

HVO’s internal medicine project in Costa Rica was an active site pre-pandemic, receiving many 
in-person volunteers annually to mentor faculty and provide training to residents. In February 2022, 
HVO launched a virtual component to this project and has provided twenty-three lectures to date 
on topics related to cardiology, endocrinology, infectious disease, nephrology, and neurology. Each 
HVO volunteer has provided three to four lectures, helping build rapport and deepen understanding 
of the current educational needs of the learners. The virtual education has been so successful that 
HVO’s partners in Costa Rica are eager to continue online lectures, even as in-person assignments are 
reinitiated.   
 

Growing & Expanding in a Digital World
continued from page 3

continued on page  7

HVO’s Cambodia and Laos anesthesia project REI

Photo courtesy of  Dr. Jose Alonso Acuña Feoli
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The HVO community will miss Dr. Lawrence Gordon, a valued member 
and dedicated volunteer since 1989. Dr. Gordon made many trips to the 
orthopaedic project in Uganda during his tenure, working closely with 
Dr. Rodney Belcher in revitalizing the Department of Orthopaedics and 
transforming the orthopaedic program at Mulago Hospital in Kampala.  

He spearheaded the creation of a residency curriculum that has been 
used to train over one hundred orthopaedic surgeons not only in 
Uganda, but also in Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Cameroon, and Ghana. His curriculum remains in use at 
Makerere University in Kampala and at other teaching facilities. Dr. 
Gordon helped shape the trajectory of orthopaedic education all over 
Africa, and he was recognized for his contributions in 2012 with the 

HVO Golden Apple Award. Dr. Gordon was a resident of Honolulu, Hawaii and graduated from 
Stanford Medical School in 1953. We extend our condolences to Dr. Gordon’s family and friends.  

News & Events

Remembering Lawrence Gordon, MD

IN MEMORIAM

A planned gift ensures that HVO will be able 
to continue to make important educational 

strides in the improvement of health care in 
resource-scarce countries.

When you write or review your will, please consider leaving 
HVO a charitable bequest as an investment in HVO’s future. To 
discuss making a bequest in your will or other charitable aspects 

of your estate planning, please contact Nancy Kelly at giving@hvousa.org. 

If you have already made a charitable bequest, please let us know. We would like the opportunity 
to express our gratitude and will honor all requests to remain anonymous.

Thank you to the following people who have made this commitment:

Anonymous (6) 
Charles & Sandy Blitzer 
Richard Coughlin, MD, MSc 
Jay Cox, MD  
Nancy Cox 
Kim Dunleavy, PhD, PT, 
OCS 

Denise & Dennis English 
Germaine Fritz, DO 

Dr. & Mrs. David Frost 
Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD, MEd, 
MGA 

Elaine Goodall, PT, Med 
Linda & John James 
Nancy Kelly & Michael Hagan 
Richard & Mary Kemme 
Drs. Elizabeth & Gopal 
Krishnan 

Stephanie & Chris Murphy 
Celia Pechak, PT, PhD, MPH 
James Pembroke 
Alfred Scherzer, MD, MS, 
EdD 

Steven Stoddard, MD 
The Estate of Karen Pitts 
Stubenvoll   

Dr. Robert & Ann Volz
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David Frost was honored recently at the opening 
ceremonies of the annual meeting of the American 
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. The 
AAOMS Humanitarian Award “recognizes fellows and 
members who have donated substantial time and effort 
with their local community or on a global basis, resulting 
in an improvement in the quality of life for the public.” 

For 35 years, Dr. Frost has shared his knowledge and 
skills through volunteer assignments in Nepal, India, 
Chile, Peru, Cuba, and Vietnam, many of which were 
through HVO. He also served as the civilian National 
Consultant for oral and maxillofacial surgery for the US 
Air Force Dental Corps for ten years. 

Committed to service, Dr. Frost has held multiple 
positions on OMS Foundation committees, and served 

as Chair in 2009 and 2010, and is a past President of the Southeastern Society of OMS. Over 
a period of seven years he served as an examiner, director, and President of the American 
Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. At HVO, Dr. Frost served on the Oral Health Steering 
Committee for many years, and chaired the committee 2020-2023. He was Chair of HVO’s 
Board of Directors from 2003-2009. 

Dr. Frost’s dedication and service have been recognized throughout his career, first by the 
US Air Force, with its Commendation Medal in 1983 and the Meritorious Service Medal in 
1986. In 2008, he was awarded the AAOMS Presidential Achievement Award and, in 2015, 
he received the highest OMS Foundation recognition, The Torch Award, as well as their 
Gerald E. Hansen Outstanding Service Award. In 2016, the Southeastern Society of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons honored him with the Frank DiPlacido Humanitarian Award, which is 
presented only when the Board deems appropriate, to members who distinguished themselves 
through humanitarian efforts. 

HVO was proud to honor Dr. Frost’s commitment with the Golden Apple Award in 2014.   

Congratulations on this latest acknowledgement of many years of dedicated service! 

News & Events

Photo courtesy of   Dr. David Frost

David E. Frost, DDS, MS Honored with Humanitarian Award from 
AAOMS
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Growing & Expanding in a Digital World 

Nutrition and Lactation, Cambodia 

A new area of instruction for HVO, nutrition and lactation 
lectures began in 2021 in partnership with Angkor Hospital 
for Children (AHC) after a request from local nurses for 
support. A team of volunteers meet online weekly with the 
nutrition nurses from AHC to provide a short lecture and 
consultation on complex cases. Volunteers have been able 
to provide valuable guidance, improving outcomes for 
patients and providing further education to staff members 
who are largely self-taught. HVO’s original team of seven 
nutrition and lactation volunteer experts has been growing 
as new volunteers from the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics have begun joining lectures and discussions. A 
small group of volunteers is currently working to prepare a 
formal curriculum to guide future education, and plans to 
recruit a clinical nutrition expert for an in-person assignment 
in 2023 are underway. 

These are just a few of our many new initiatives. There is so much to look forward to in the coming 
months, and a lot of work ahead. We intend to continue expanding our program offerings and 
developing our REIs, reaching as many new learners as possible. We are excited to share more news 
with you as projects develop. Stay current by following us on social media, subscribing to our monthly 
e-newsletter, and visiting our website.     

continued from page 4

HVO’s Nursing Cambodia REI for 
Angkor Hospital for Children

Bhutanese students attend a virtual pediatrics lecture 
with Dr. Bhavani Chalikonda. 
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Special Thanks
DONORS

…to the following donors 
for their generous financial 
support:
Anonymous (6) 
Jaimo and Betsy Ahn 
Nancy Anderson, RN, MSN 
Carlos Julio Aponte, MD 
Thomas Archer, MD, MBA 
Stephanie Atkinson, MD 
Jennifer Audette, PhD, PT 
Patricia Bachiller, MD 
Judy Baum, PT, MSHA 
Beverly Bauman, MD 
Daniel Baxter, MD 
Michael Bedient 
William Billingham, DDS 
Zoe Blacksin, MD 
William Bohl, MD 
Todd Bourgeois, DPT 
Mark & Karen Brazinski 
Catherine Brooks-Fava, CRNA 
Danni Brown, RN, MS 
F. Peter Buckley, MBBS, FRCA 
Robert Burri, MD 
Miguel Cabanela, MD 
Joseph Calandra, MD 
Bruce Camitta, MD 
Caroline Camuñas, EdD, EdM, 
RN 

Richard Caplin, MD 
Julia Chevan, DPT, PT, PhD, 
MPH, OCS 

Francois Colin, MBChB 
Mark & Beverly Conklin 
Clarisabel Coss 
Jay Cox, MD 
Stephen Curtin, MD 

Kamlesh Desai, MD 
Ryan Dodge, MD 
Katherine Douglass 
Elizabeth Downes, DNP, MPH, 
MSN, RN-C, FNP 

Walter & Caroline Dueger 
Kathryn Duevel, MD, MHCDS 
Charles Dunton, MD 
Jane Easdown, MD 
Herodotos and Elizabeth 
Ellinas 

Audrey Ezeh, CRNA, MSN 
Cara Felter, DPT, MPH 
Matthew Fisher, DMD 
Cheryl Footer, PT, PhD 
Ryan Fouss 
Alan Fuller, MD 
Richard Garner, MD 
Nancy Gell, PT, MPH, PhD 
David Gibbs 
Erin Gibbs 
Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD 
Nita Grover, MD, MPH 
Michael Hagan & Nancy Kelly 
Steven Hansch, MPH 
Leslie Hardy, MHS 
Brian Harrington, MD 
Susan Harris, MD 
Kathleen Hatfield, PT 
Arthur Hazlewood, DDS, MPH 
Richard Henker, PhD, RN, 
CRNA

Lawrence Herman, DMD, MD 
James Hill, MD 
Carrie Horwitch, MPH, 
DTM&H, MD

M. Patricia Howson, MD 
Margo Hudson, MD 

Allan Ingenito, MD, JD 
Linda & John James 
Kimberly Jarczyk, PhD, ARNP, 
CPNP 

Julia Jenkins, DO, FAAFP, 
MMM 

Anuja Jhingran, MD 
Linda Johnson, DDS 
Robert & Selma Josell 
Lana Kang, MD 
Julie Keller, MD 
Christina Kelly, DPT 
John Kelly, DMD, MD 
Shakila Khan, MD 
Amy Kimball, MD 
Cindy Kirby, PT 
Guenther Knoblich, MD 
Marc Kornmesser, MD 
Elizabeth & Subram Gopal 
Krishnan 

John Lancaster 
Christopher Lang, MD 
Veerle Langenhorst, MB ChB 
Russell & Karen Larsen 
Daniel Lee, MD, PhD 
James and Jeanne Leffers 
Lawrence Lefkowitz, MD 
Khristinn Leitch, MD, MBA 
Dianne Levisohn, MD 
Gary Loyd, MD, MMM 
Lorna Luketin, PT 
Janet Mackenzie, MD, CWSP 
Monika Mann, PT, MPH 
Amir Matityahu, MD 
Patricia McAdoo, PT 
Robert McClellan, MD 
Geselle McKnight, CRNA, 
MSN

Michael McQuillen, MD, MA 
Ahou Meydani, MD 
Ellen-Marie Milan, RNC-NIC 
Jason Mitchell, MD 
H. David Moehring, MD 
Natalia Moncada 
Eileen Moore, MD 
Sathya Nagesparan, MD 
Kate Nellans, MD, MPH 
Michael Nidiffer, MD 
Janet Nordstrom, PT 
Theresa Northern, DO, MPH 
Enrico Novelli, MD 
Mary Oba 
Thomas O’Brien, MD 
Karl Ordelheide, MD Photo courtesy of  Dr. Suzanne Abkowitz Crawford
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Special Thanks
DONORS

Kristine Osmond, MOT, OTR/L 
Paul Padyk, MD 
George Pantely, MD 
Celia Pechak, PT, PhD, MPH 
Wendy Pollak, MSPT 
Robin Potthoff, CRNA 
Louis Rafetto, DMD 
Rey Ramirez, MD 
Carlos Ramos, MD 
Monthakan Ratnarathorn, MD 
Rockwood Reid, MA, PT 
Mark Reis, MD 
Christina Richards, MD, MA 
Douglas Ritter, MD, FRCS(C) 
John & Deborah Rosenfeld 
Jeffrey Rothschild, MD, MPH 
Royann Royer, RDH, MPH, 
CDA

S. Robert Rozbruch, MD 
Andrew Ruoff, MD 
Joseph Sacamano, MD 
Dorothy Santi, PT 
W. W. Schaefer, MD 
Victoria Seligman, MD 
Carla Smith, MD, PhD 
Karen Souter, MBBS, FRCA 
Dr. & Mrs. James Speyer 
Eva Stazzoni 
Wendy Stock, MD, MA 
James Taneyhill, DDS 
Mordechai Tarlow, MD 
Joao Tavares, MD 
Steven Tepper, PT, PhD 
Dorothy and Glenn Terrell 
Mary Carol Territo, MD 
Edward Tillett, MD 
Peter Trafton, MD 
Robert Trapp, MD 
Paula Dunn Tropello, MSN, 
EdD

Angeline Trujillo, MD 
Sheila Unico, PT, MPT, CWS 
Connie Vance, RN, MSN, EdD Photo courtesy of  Dr. Suzanne Abkowitz Crawford

Joyce Varughese-Raju, MD 
Gregory Vrabec, MD 
To-Nhu Vu, MD 
Selden Wasson, PT 
Benjamin Watkins, MD 
Paul Weiden, MD 
Duncan Wells, MD 
James & Anne West 
Eric Wiebke, MD, MBA 
Kaye Wilkins, MD 
Agatha “Sherron” Wilson, RN 
Kristin Wingfield, MD 
Richard Wise, MD 
Felasfa Wodajo, MD 
Marcella Woiczik, MD 
Larry Wolfe 
Susan Wood, MSN, PNP-BC, 
MPH, IBCLC 

Hansjörg Wyss 
Jo Anne Zujewski, MD, MAS 

Photo courtesy of  Dr. Richard Henker
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This list reflects donations received by 
September 28, 2022.

Special Thanks
TRIBUTE & MEMORIAL GIFTS

Tribute Gifts

In honor of                        
Sister Wang Chhozom, RN, 
Head Nurse Orthopaedic 
Ward at JDWNRH, Bhutan

Samuel Baker, MD 

In honor of Glen Crawford, 
MD 

Stephen and Katherine Smirti 

In honor of Lena Dohlman, 
MD 

Claes Dohlman, PhD, MD 

In honor of Beatrice Fitch 
Rob and Leslie Beatty 

In honor of Deborah Wolfson, 
MD 

Jack Falk 
William Wood 

In Memory 

In memory of             
Katherine C Billingham 

William Billingham, DDS 

In memory of Rita Feinberg 
Andrew Culbertson 

In memory of             
Lawrence Gordon, MD 

Cherie Axelrod 
Jane Kerns 
Judith Saunders  

In memory of                      
Judy Canfield Henry  

Paul Henry, PhD
  
In memory of                     

Villet Icilda Graham Jones 
Beverly Clark 

In memory of                       
Nei Cheng Sothipong 

Dean Laochamroonvorapongse, 
MD, MPH 

In memory of Steve Walerstein, 
MD 

George Meyer, MD 

In memory of Dr. Harry Zutz 
The Frank & Yetta Chaiken 

Foundation 

In memory of                   
Harry & Marilyn Zutz   

Robert and Maureen Zutz 
Thomas Zutz

The Nancy Kelly 
Leadership Fund

Glen & Em Barden 
Charles Blitzer, MD 
Joseph Cass, MD 
Glen Crawford, MD 
Maura Fulton  
Michael and Kathy Gross 
Susan Harris, MD 
Richard Henker, PhD, RN, 

CRNA 
Scott Jackson 
Linda & John James
Charles and Gerry Jennings 
Harry Jergesen, MD 
Cheryl Kerfeld, PT, PhD 
Katie McMullen & Jim 

Malewitz 
Stephanie Murphy, MPA, CPA 
Celia Pechak, PT, PhD, MPH 
Carla Smith, MD, PhD 
Robert Stein, MD 
Vidya Swaminathan, PhD, MS 
Anne Tierney, DNP, CRNA 
Laura Tyson 
Lisa Vu, PhD 
Lawrence and Kim Walker

Photo courtesy of  Dr. Richard HenkerPhoto courtesy of  Dr. Roy Korn



Please return this form to:              Health Volunteers Overseas 
1900 L St, NW • Suite 310 • Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 296-0928 • Fax: (202) 296-8018 • www.hvousa.org 

 

The Nancy Kelly Leadership Fund 
At the end of 2022, Nancy Kelly will retire after more than 36 years of service as executive director.  In gratitude for 
her service, the Board has established the Nancy Kelly Leadership Fund.  The goal is to raise $500,000 for this fund 

which will be used to support HVO and  the creation of new partnerships, projects, and scholarship 
opportunities.  We invite you to contribute to this fund and thank you for your support!  

  

Pledge Information (check all that apply): 

 I will make a one-time donation of $__________________ (enclosed). 
 
 I would like to make a gift of $__________________ via a recurring payment* to be deducted  
 from the account I’ve indicated below.  

I will begin my payments of $__________________ on: ___________________ 
             (amount)                              (start date) 

These will be made (check one):    annually    semi-annually   quarterly    monthly 

 Please send information on including HVO in my estate plans. 
  

Method of Payment (check one): 

 Check (for recurring payment, please enclose a voided check) 

 Stock (details for stock transfer will be sent to your email address provided below) 

 VISA     MasterCard   Discover   American Express   

Card # ___________________________________ CVV________ Exp Date _____________ 
*A record of each donation will appear on your bank or credit card statement. You can increase, decrease, or suspend your pledge at any time by 
contacting HVO by phone or mail. All donations provided to HVO originating as ACH transactions comply with U.S. law.  
 

Personal Information: 
Signature (required): ____________________________________________________________ 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
  (please print) 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: __________ 
E-Mail: _____________________________________ Tele:______________________________ 

 

Include a message for Nancy: 
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Health Volunteers Overseas is dedicated to improving the availability and quality of  health 
care through the education, training and professional development of  the health workforce in  
resource-scarce countries. HVO designs and implements clinical training and education programs in 
child health, primary care, trauma and rehabilitation, essential surgical care, oral health, blood  
disorders and cancer, infectious disease, wound management, and nursing education.

The Volunteer Connection, HVO’s biannual newsletter, is available by mail or electronically for those who 
prefer. Subscriptions are free to HVO members and donors. Previous issues are available on the HVO 
website under “HVO News.” The newsletter is produced by the communications staff  at HVO.
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